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Aud it come u pafs ioben ARAB ſaw Era, 
. that Anas /aid INE: nw thou be 


every Chriſtian Audience. 
the Principles of reveal'd. Religion, hat ap 


the DiQates pf natural Reaſon ; from whenge | — 4 


it has been prov d that the Almighty Cre: mil 
conſider d as the Governour of Mkindo bath — 
conſtituted 3 difference between Good a z 
Evil; and hath appointed a Reward for che 


Former, and a Puniſhment fot the latter. With 
him there is 60: acceptance of Perſons, ; hut - 
every! ludividual muſt ſtand. or fall according 


as he is 80 or bad. But when or where 
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but the Goſpel of Chriſt, which has brougbt 
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experience. tells us, not always in this Life z 


3 to Light, aſſures us, that there 
an hereafter. for Man, in which he will 


10 judged righteouſly, and retributed 2 


e the Deeds done in the Body.) WF 
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| Bur this is not the Caſe with © es 
God ſuperintends and governs them, as well 


according as they are virtuous or wicked; 


if it be aſk'd, when, or where? Certainly | 


in this World: ; becauſe Nations, as collective 
89 cannot be  Tepollipehs'd, in andther, 
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Aud this pendpt is the chief Reaſon, that 


Melts Rewards and Puniſhments confticut- 


ed ſo great a part of the Jewiſh Diſpenſation. 
The Prophets were ſent to the Jews, conſi- 


dered as a People; they therefore addreſs'd 


themſelves in the Name of the Lord of Hoſts, 


and God of Iſrael, to the Jewiſh Nation. The 


Bleſſſags promis'd to Obedience; were purely 
national; The Miſeries denounc'd againſt Dif- | - 
obedience, were likewiſe of a publick Nature. 


Such are the Topicks of the Songs of Sion; 
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they deplat'd;che-Deſol 
by Peſtilence, 'Famine, or the . And. 


both theſe ; the Bleſſings, as well as ige Miſe 


viduals are no otherwiſe concern' d. than as 
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| they are Members of a” Community. 5 
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Hence it appears, that the wofal and polie 


8 tical, Mexims and Reflections, which wt find 


in the Writings of the Jewiſn Kings, and 
Prophets, and which vere by them particular-: 
ly addreſs d to their own Nation, may, gene- 
rally ſpcakiog, with equal Propriety be apply'd. 


to any Nation whatever. For tho the Go- 
vernment of the Jews was a. more immediate 


Theocracy ; tho* we find more frequent and 


ſignal Interpoſitions of the Divine Providence, 


in behalf of his ehoſen People, yet, all Na- 
tions being under the Guidance of that ſus 


pteme being, who does according to bis wing 
—_— me” Inhabitants of the Earth; all Na- 


all confirm'd ny the" 9 of alt "Ages, 


any " &- ond; hogs a adi „ 
nty; Victoty ä the: oder. F 


dies, are national and publick, in which Indi- 


as ſuch, having their Reward in this 

| World ; it has been conſtantly and clearly held 
to be a general and unalterable Truth, a'Truth 
not only founded upon Divine Authority, but 
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ww Attention to this, Truth will. help us ta 
che meaning and impott of. the Words of the 
ent. They are part of a Converſation between 


ng of Iiracl,and Evizan abe Prophet 
of the Lord. If we ſearch the ſacred. Story, 


we mull find there had been a SutceM6n: of 
wicked Princes, who governed the ten Tribes 
that had revolted from'Raenozoam the Son of 
Sotomow, to JAGO the Son of Nx RAT. 


wad 


A Succeſſion of twenty Kings, and ſcarcely | 


of Tjrael unto Anger, I 
2 yer: bom. Welt 


te good. - And yet xis recorded of this 
AnAs; that Be did more to Provoke the Lord Grd 
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| acculed; the Prophet, and charged him with » 
troubling Iſrael, and being a ſeditious Diſtyrby 
er of the publick Peace. Iſrael indeed. way 
at that Time greatly troubled, and the * 


was ſore in the Land. This was the Conſe: 
quence of a Drought, which Ex had fore: - 
told to Anas in he moſt, ſolemn manner. 4 
e. ne" one Sands. Here 
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— * ip-poſhible. hat the 
for etald che. Judgement, conſta 


general Defection ftom the commandments af 


the; Lord. +--- For this Reaſon was he called wy 
the troubler of Ia; za turbhlent and fa&tiogs | 1 
Perſan, who promoted in the EFingdom, the os 


numerous and dreadful Miſchicfs, which. are 
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Ber let us bew the Herber Acer Wb 
Spirit of Zeal ſuirable to the Occ aſion, he 


not only retorts the Accuſation, but bo 


8 4% troubled Iſrael (/ays be to the King TX but. thos 
| « and thy Father's Houſe, in that ye have . 
« Jaken the Commandments of the Lonn. ? 

- + Huxcz 'tis obvious to obſerve, that they who 


are moſt guilty of diſturbing 1 the Public Trag- 
quility, are oftentjmes the moſt ready to com- 


plain, and the moſt forward. to accuſe... Tie 


pate themſelves by layin g the Blame vpon e 
thers. ---- It was ſo from the begioning of 


World : At leaſt ſuch ſeems. 10 be the ai 
rens of the firſt Tranſgreflion.., Adam ab- 


cute. 


- ; 
* 


the known conſequences of Strife ana. Din. 


ligns his Reaſons, and aſcribes the Calamitics 
50 his Country to their true Cauſe; I haue not 


almoſt natural for Men to endeavour to: excul. g 


to the bins of dne King and People, and the . 
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| Which perverts the Mind, and dark: 
derftanding ; which calls Zvi Good, n 
ber; lego: phy Bitter for” TM. and Swear 
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ſ TP the Serpent. 


bat the unreaſonableneſs of it, is more Parti- 


culatiy apparent, when they are actuated u, 


the Violence of a Party- Spirit; of bro _— 
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we it may be thought by ſome, that there 
48 a fair Opportunity offered, of examining your 
Conduct on a late public Occaſion; but be that 
far from us. Called as I am to this Office, | 
a Society, which has aſſumed the Title of am 
cable z GOD forbid” that I ſhould ſtand. up 
here to inflame the Paſſions of my Brethten, 
and re- kindle i in the Place of my Nativity, the- 
ſpreading Flames of Contention. Too long has 


(Zeal for Religion, whether pretended, or real, 
been the frightful Togl of Faction; Too lon 


have our Pulpits been abuſed, to ſerve the 'ſe- 
ditious Purpoſes of political Incendiaries; Too 
long have they, who ſhould have been the 
Miniſters of Peace, ſounded an Alarm in thoſe 
"Holy Temples, which are ſet apartfor the Service 
of the Religion of Love, and the gracious Doc- 


trines of univerſal. Benevotence, To the Dif- 
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has been the Manner of their — "ao 
_ *Kiice, Such has been their Manner in general; 


Sg. nao 


3 9 


"On — To o the Dieses 


the Chriſtian Name, To the Dilgrace of Huma 


nity itlelf; There have been Mep, There have 


been Chriſtians; There: have been Divines of 
almoſt every Denomination among Chriſtians; 


Who have handled the Word of GOD deceit- 


ituted the Hoh Office to the 


fully, Who have pro 


eculiarity of their · Sect or Party, Who has 
pleaded Conſcience to juſtif/ Confuſion, Who 


have conſecrated: Commotions Civil Edge; Wha. 
have covered the worſt of Crimes with the 


Cloak of Religion, and have bfutalized their 
fellow Creatures, by propagating the dreadful 
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Tenets of Ne N and Perſecution. 
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Bur let not us, my Brethren forlake 1 the pe- 


coli Commandment of the Lonp, Tis the 
uty of Chriſtians to have Love one for an- 
eber! This is the old Commandment, which 


was from the beginning; This i is. the new Com- 


mandment, which the Author of our Faith bas + , 


e the true Characteriſtic; and diſtinguiſni 

Badge, of his Diſclples. This is a Duty — 
is founded in Nature, in the tender Paſſions 
2 ſympathetic F eelngs of Humanity - This 
is a Duty which is repeatedly injoined, in the 
Doctrines of Grace, . receives er 
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be the Subject of the preſent Diſcourſe 3 Sure 
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y it will furniſh us with Reflections, ſuitable to 
thepreſeqt Meeting, without leading us to the 
uachriſtian Part, of rendering Evil for Euil, or 
Railing for Railing, Will it hot teach us, that! | 
a Community: muſt then neceffarily be trowbs! 
led, when the Members of it have forſaken the 
Commandments of the Lon d? Will it not put 
us upon enquiring, In what Crimes, that natis: 
nal Guilt, principally conſiſts, which leads to 


national Punihment? And abòve all, Wilf it 
not point out to you, the moſt proper Method 
. bf examining your own Conduct in general, 
and more particularly, your Morives, f for n 


Ing the preſent e © ae n 
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W need. not nie Dacia —— 
* particular «--» viz. that à Community muſt 
then neceſſarily be trouhled, when the Mem: 


ders ef it, have forſaken the Commandments 
def the Lond. The Mouth of the Loan, has 


fpoken it; The Experience of Man, has abun! 
Quatly confirmed itt. 2 
Bur 
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01 if this 55 always the Caſs Ii natiol 4 
05 conſtantly produces national Puniſhments, + 3 
It may be aſked, how comes it to A 7 
the writings of the Prophets we find ſuch quick -* 
| Tranſitions; from the terrible Threats and 
Menacesof Juſtice, t to the amiable Promiſes, = 
Invitations of Mercy. In Anſwer to this; 
may obſerve that there is a Difference beiten 
Chaſtiſement, and judgments; That the Puniſu⸗ 
ment ceaſes with the Sin, and that GOD is al- 
ways moved with the Repentance of a People, 
which produces Reformation of Manners; Tho” 85 
their Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be white as 
Snow; Though they be red! like Crimſon; = 
nde Woll 


f Sonkzür then this — will iodine _ 
: us to examine the ſacred Volume of Scriptures 85 
dat we may thence learn, what Crimes princi- 

pally conſtitute that national Guilt, which leads 
to national Puniſhment. 77 
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that the firſt Part of the Charge againſt the 

People Iſrael, is Impiety, or a Deſertion from 

3 | their GOD, ---- They are called a ſinful Nation 
* | and a People laden with Iniquity, becauſe they 
had forſaken the LonD, ad provoked the Holy One 

T | of Jjrael unto Anger. And this was the Source 
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and |Fauatein of thoſe 9 other. te 


Corruptions, which, in \ the. Proſecution oft the 
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- Charge are alledged agginf! them. For it 
1 generally ſeen, that they Who forget the 


Obligations of - Religioh, are deaf to the De- 


mands of Humanity; They. who: fear not GOD, x 
regard not Man. Hence it was that When the 
| Traeliter had forlaken the Loap; theit cPrinces 
became: rebelliqus and Companions of Thieves," i. 
2 The chief Men of the Nation were Fraitors co 


their Country, and Plunderers of the Public-: 
Hence i it was, that the Zudges and. tbey-who hand- 
led ihe Law, judged. not the. fatherleſs, neither did 


the Cauſe of 1 the Widow. come unto them; Hence 
it was, that the Poiſon, which had thus 1 5 
ted the Fountain- head, diffuſed itſelf through 
every Stream, and the Contagion becamie yni- 
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Favs it appears, " har e Opprofien, 
Bribery, and Corruption, were the Crimes, 


Nation; The Crimes which. brought down the 


vindictive Judgements of Heaven, and which 
occeſioned their Prophets to pronounce the 


heavy Sentence of eſtruction from the Loù r 
of — eg _— 1 will eaſe hs” mige Ad. 
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mous Guilt, who abuled.the choiceſt Gifts of. 
| Heaven, and added to their Diſobediene C 


blackeſt Ingratitude d This. 15 repreſented ©, 


for this was the Sentence of Deſtrut 
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e we pſt xchnowledge the Equity _ 
the Sentence, if we 'Corlider thole; particular - | 
Circumſtances, Iich aggravated the Guilt of 
the Hfatli es, and made their Sins become ek. | 
ceeding fiaful,. They were the Favourites of 
Heaven; Providence had oftentimes fignally. 
interpoſedd itlelf i in their. Fay: 1 r, and they were 


diſtinguiſhed. from all the, other Nations of the 


Earth, by the more clear and ample Manifeſta. 
wa? the Divine Will, that were. youchfafed, 


1 tem. When therefore they rebelled flor h 


gainſt the Commandmengs of the Logp, and 


refuſed to. liſten to the Voice of the Charmer, . 
charmed he never ſo wiſely; What Fünichment 8 


could be more than proportionate t to their ehor⸗ 
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the 


them, by their Prophets under the Parable of, a. 


Vineyard; What could have been done more to 
my Vineyard „ (faith the Lon p) That I have 
not done in it > Whetefore' when 1 looked, that 


it ſhould bring forth Grapes; brought it forth; 
wild Grapes.” This was the Charge, and 
ion pro- 
nounced againſt it.“ 1 will take away the 


2 Hedge thereof, .and'i it ſhall be eaten'up, and 


e break 
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tes break denn the Wall thereof, and it al 
15 be troden down.” D " Yea 


* the Application wy theſe Rents" ta. 
R ourſelyes, i it is obvious to obſerve that our Na- 
tion hath been the Vineyard of the Lon p, and 
dur Church his pleaſant Plant. The fruitful- 
- nels of our Country, the Excellency of our 
. Conſtitution, and the Purity of our Religion, 
are Bleffings which diſtinguiſh us from the o- 
ther Nations of the Earth, and therefore ſhould | 
Engage us, with grateful Raptures, to adore, | 
and obey that providential Goodneſs, which hag | 
beſtowed them upon us. But if this ſhould 
not be the Caſe; If we refuſe and rebel; If, 
when he looketh for Judgement, behold Op- 
Preſſion; For Righteouſne $, but behold à Cry; 
What are we to expect, but that he will viſit 
pur Offences with a Rod of Iron, and our. Sint 
with Srourges? If we, like the Jews, have been 
diſtinguiſhed by the Favours of Providence, and 
it are guilty of thoſe Crimes, which occaſioned. | | 
ll their Condemnation: Are we not to fear a Sen- 
i} fence, as terrible as that which was pronounced 
againſt them; and a Puniſhment, that will bear 
a juſt Froportion to the Enormity of our Guili? 
I there be wickedneſs in our High Places; If 
if ſome who ſhould have been the Guardians of 
1 their Country, have been rebellious, and Com- 


Pen of Thieves: lf every one loveth Gifts, 
and 


* 


* 
1 tr ach 
4 1 » A FN : 


= 1 . 4 Korn, Pr es Me — . . . OT 4 ts an oe PHBH, 


# 3 
x] 
* 


ae 


Tranſgreſſions are the Cauſes of our Troubles 
of our Liyes? Would we avert impending 
| Vengence, wherewith ſhall we come before the 


GOD? Surely we ſhould" ſearch and try our 
Ways; ſhould looſe the Bands of Wickedneſs, 
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not. wonder that our [fret is troubled; That "= 
the Spirit of Sedition ſo generally prevails; and 
that Wrath ens be 0 Op: from 1 | 
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Bor what will it wa us, Ad $I 


unleſs we put away our Iniquities from ust 
and proceed immediately to the Reformation 


Lon d, and boy ourſelves before the moſt high 


and undo the heavy Burdens; ſhould ceaſe to 
do Evil, and learn to do well. For we are aß: 
ſured upon the Authority of Scripture, That 
when the omniſcient. JEH OVA H fees the 


Works of a People; That they turn from their: 


evil ways; He repents of the Evil he had peil 


he would do unto them, and he does it not. 


: 1 Every Body (lays a Leader of — 


de IS loudly complaining of the Badneſs of put 75 75 5 


t Times, and the Degeneracy of our Morals . 
&« Sinners now proclaim. their Sin like Scam, 


$6 and the Nation has ſuffered more than a Se- 
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4 The whole Head 1s Jick, the whole Heart Jain 
cc From th: Crown of the Head to the Sole if © 
. Feet; due are full of N ound, Bruiſes and . 
„ ying Sores. — Shall there no Mag 8. 
found then to ſtand in the Gap, „Thus 
vould this writer inſnuate; That the irregular 

Itinerants of the Pre eſent ; The modern Pre- 

' tenders to Divine lllumin ations, The Saints and 
Prophets of thele Times, are. the Men appoinr- 

ed to ſtem the impetuous Torrent of Corrup- 
tion, t avert Judgements that threaten the 
and-to arreſt; the Arm, of the Loy, 
ade. to deſtroy. Would we know how well 
Mem of their Profeſſions, make good their boalt= 
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ful Promiſes; and Anſwer” the extravagant Ex: t 
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| peetations, they raiſe in their deluded Followers; 
Let us conſult. the Hiftory ' ot our Country. 
„About the middle of laſt Century,” hey 
®* who contemned the eſtabliſned Modes of Wor- 
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ſhip; They who laid Claiar to extraordinary, Il- | a 
 Japlesof the Spirit. foad in the Gap. : Yes they, | of 
ſtoodin! the Gap which themſelves had wie en. m 
1 Till Royalty and Epiſcopacy, Till the Canſti- | fo 
tion in Church and State, Till Liberty, Proper- an 
9. Hy, Justice, Decency and Order, were all jagulpled W 
in the frightfulPir of Fauatical Rebellion. 
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Nun ; 


7 


erde ge 1 . 22 * mth 
in he Concerns of ; Þxiyate, Perſons; +l, appel 1 


EB Example cen begavle. ir-behoves 
- | us all, much rather to examine ourſelves, and 


cdrrect our on Wiges, chad wil critical Se 
verity i ⁊0 judge; and condeimn our. Bre g 
But be, not deceixed into Faction under the per 
2 ow of_ ure, R Religion 3 Be. not not ge- _ 
F Juged. into the ar and Gloomy ene of WNT 
f Eathal, aſm, 1 in ee f an imaginary | ight | 
: within; Nor. embrace | the horrid. enets of Bar- 
bartfm and Ablurdity, forgetful : l jat ye are "Di: 
ciples of that bleſſed RxDEzMER, "who has de. 
_ Iiveted the LAW of Nature from the Darknels 
| of Hearheaiſh! Superſtition; Whos ippoittedan 
| 1180 bed oy ever after the Order: of fn” 
5 
+ | to 955 75 Sele, 45 well 45 the Gly 8 
the People 77a}. And if ye take heed un 5 
the ſbte Word of Prophecy, wiede i is given us 
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iin the Volume of Serſpturc, a8 bote 4 Ligh 7 
hich ſhineth in a dark Place 3* Te will aß 
- | viderſtandithatthe beſt Remedy, for every Kii * 
of dn, is ſuch a Repentance is feads to f | | 


mation and Obedience: Hence will jt naturally 

— follow that the Remedy for natiggal, NY 
and. Corruption, is not to be found ig the —_. 
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Coodudt in general, and more particularly your 
lives for forming the: preſent'Soeiety,. 


Ir your Intentions be ta Promote the iuter- 


efts of Religion and Virtue ; To provide at a 


Diſtance againſt the Zvils of Penury, by an haps 
py Union 'of Prudence and Charity; To put 
yourſelves out of the Reach of Temptation, that 
your Eyes might not be blinded with Bribess 


Corruption; To aſſiſt the Fatherleſs and Wi- 
gdows in their Affliction; T o ſeek Judgement, and 
relieve the Oppraſed: If theſe be your Deſigns, . * 


They are worthy ot Men; 3 Worthy of Britons ; 
Worthy of Chriftions: If ye carry them into Ex- 


ecution, they are the beſt Offices ye can-do for 
yourſelves : The beſt ye can do for the Commu- 
nity to which ye belong: Go on and proſper, we 
wiſh you good Luck in the Name of the Lozp, 


Bor I likewiſe call upon you in the Vlad 
of the Log, to examine not only your Articles 


but alſo your Conſciences; That ye may know for 
a Certainty, whether ye are engaged in the glo- 


riouꝝ Cauſe w Liberty and Yiriue, or are the 
miſerable 
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Words, but that your Actions, and Intentions, 
coincide with your Articles, and Profeſſions, yet 
ſtill is there Room for Caution. Let not the 
Zeal of Electors, over rule the Charity of Chri/. 


rate into the rude Licentiouſneſs of ungoverned 


Paſſions : Be not forward, to bring railing Ac- 


cuſations, againſt thoſe who differ from you in 
Opinion, nor join in the petulant Clamours and 
turbulent Practices of an uſurping Populace. 
In a Word. with a ſteady Perſeverance follow | 
the Thing that good is, and at the ſame Time 
endeayour, as much as lieth in you, | to live Peay 
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Tun will you deſerve the Name ye have 41. 
ſumed; Then will you be indeed an amicable So- 
ciety; . Friends of yourſelves and Families z 
Friends of the Community; Friends of human 
Nature; Friends of GOD, and Inheritors of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. When ye ceaſe to 
be Members of an earthly Saciety, may ye leave) 
none but Friends in the World behind you 


May you meet with none but Friends in 2 — 
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| Grave” Düpes ef Setfihneſs” uud rakes „ 
And if upon Examination, your Co nſciences 1 M 
witneſs a good Confeſſion ; If it appear, that you 5 
ate not impoſed upon, by the mere LIwang of 


tiant; Nor the Bove of lawful Ther, degene- 
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